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THE CLAIMS. 

1 . An extenGr_sheathing_eIemmi^^ iSl^^^^^9^o^I^I^^ln^^^t, I. 
sitg.,will be an injig^gg^f jhe_element, and having a sec/d and. opposite edg e portioT 
^?.^^K^^_oh^^,QnvAmt, in situ. wijJLbe an puterface o /the elemen t, with a ^^iT^Tthat 
5 secon^^e portion. being a part set-back from at least ofl^side of the tile. (h aving a mo HmTng 
^projecting clear of the second edge portion in a siAstantially co-planar relationship to a 
main body of the element, the structure J^bling a m Q6mi^ tab freeljliTir^i^ 
she^hing:d^^^ second _ejemei?t Jheir_c.orrespo^ding 

fojde^ edge^pojtions engaged, and a first folded edfc portion ofalhM.sheathing.e^ to be 
10 engaged ov^r and abgutJhe^ond folded_edge/^ortion of at least one of the first and second 
sheathing elements. 

n A . L . . . / \ 

2. An exterior sheathmg element as claimed ir^ttre- pr c ccdi ^ ig U a tm. wherein the mounting 

tabfree part is piW2ded^aLthe_^ in use. t o be on the u p perside w hen 

oveijapp^with.a_side.Qf.a.second_eJeiT^^ 

15 (3) A sheet metal exterior sheading elemem configured to replicate at least one wooden 
shingle and comprising a subst^tially planar body save for strengthening rnd^ntations 
including, @^inLo^^^™4s;^^ 

ofa{tiieJntendea», in use, to b/disposed on. the underside when overlapped with a side of a 
second element to also act a/weafeering inden^^^^ and having a firsLedge_pArti.Qn_tume.d 
^b acir^itse lt to form a chan ^d oiT^^^ in^ will be an innerface of the element, and having 
a seeond:gjTid:;op also turned _back_onJtselfrto_fQrm a cliaiinel on what, in 

situ, will be an outerfaceybf the element with a part of that second edge portion set-back from 
at least one side thereof having a return fold to extend back on itself and project clear of and 
substantially co-plana/ to the body of the element to form a mounting_tab, the structure 
25 enabling a first and /econd sheathing element disposed with their sides overlapping and their 
corresponding fold/d edge portions engaged, the first folded edge of the lowermo^jile being 
located ^thin t he/channel of the first folded edge of the uppermost element and the mounting 
^^^fr^^ P^^ of ihe second folded edge of the uppermost element being located within the 
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Channel of the lowermost element and a first folded edge portion of/a third tile to be engaged 
over and about the second folded edge portion of at least one of th/first and second tiles. 

4. An exterior sheathing element having a substantially pl/ar body and having a first edge 
portion folded over to overlay, in adjacent spaced reWionship to thereby form a first 
5 transversely disposed channel, what in situ will be a k^er section of an innerface of the 
element, and having a second edge portion opposite /he first edge portion, folded over to 
overlay, in adjacent spaced relationship to thereby for/a second transversely disposed channel, 
what in situ will be an upper section of an outerfac^f the element, at least a part of the second 
edge portion being fiarther folded back on and o^er itself to form a mounting tab projecting 
10 clear of the second edge portion in a substantially co-planar relationship to the plane of the 
body of the element, the structure of the elem^ enabling a first side portion of a first sheathing 
element to be overlapped with a-second an/oppo_sitejidl^po^^ a secondelement wi^ut 
engagement except for the overlapping scions of the first and second folded edge portions, 
engagement of'those sections being hy L side section of the first folded edge portion of the 
IS underlay element being located, in th4 groove formed by the corresponding section of the 
overlay element, and the side sectioj/of the second folded section of the overlay element being 
located in the groove formed by th/ corresponding section of the underlay element, and a first 
folded edge portion of a third sh/athing element to be engaged over the overlapping sections 
and adjacent sections of the sLnd folded edge portions of the first and second sheathing 
20 elements with those second folded edge sections being located in the groove formed by the first 
folded edge portion of the thitd element. 

5. An exterior sheath/g element as claimed in claim 4 wherein the fold back of the second 
edge portion extends fo/a part only of the length thereof as to create a mounting tab free part 
at least at that side sec/on of an element which, in situ, is intended to overlay a side section of 

25 an adjacent element. 

6. An exterio/sheathing element as claimed in claim 5 manufactured from sheet metal to 
replicateaMeas^^^ and having on that side section opposite the mounting tab 
free^ide^e^tiot/a series of longitudinally extendjrig weathering ribs. 
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7. Aji exterior sheathing element as claimed in anv^®^^S^2kl4l, 
wherein the mounting^abjr^^ 'aterMly_extendin 

8. /^^^^^^^'^"^' sheathing a structu/with a plurality of sheathing elements as 
'^'^''"^'^ i^ ^y of claims 1-7 i nclusive, co^rising substantially of repeating the steps of 
positioning a first sheathing element on / sheathing element support "of t^I~^^e, 
positioning a second sheathing element/with a side section thereof in an overlapping 
relationship with a section side of the firs/element and in so doing ensuring their corresponding 
folded edge portions engage one witl^ the other by the side section of the first folded edge 
portion of the underlay element b/ng located in the groove formed by the corresponding 
section of the overlay element, an/the side section of the second folded section of the overlay 
element being located in the ^oove formed by the corresponding section of the underlay 
element, and positioning a firs/ folde'^ edge portion of a third sheathing element in engagement 
over the overlapping sections and adjacent sections of the second folded edge portions of the 
first and second sheathin^lements with those second folded edge sections being located in the 
groove formed by the fi/st folded edge portion of the third element, and throughout utilising 
mounting means with tKe mounting tabs to affix the sheathing elements to the support. 

9 A method^ exterior sheathing a structure with a plurality of sheathing elements as 
claimed in claim i wW.4epen d n nt on clain u ^^6>W>^ wherein the^de section of the 
secondelemenU^^ positioned_under the tab free,sidesection,of the first element? ^ 


